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Ethiopia 
A Woman I 

ix farmer innovators from Ethio- 

pia took part in the recent inter- 

national workshop on Promoting 

Local Innovation (PROLINNOVA) , which 

was held in March 2004 at the Furra In- 

stitute of Development Studies in 

Yirgalem, Southern Ethiopia. Over 60 

participants from Africa, Asia and Eu- 

rope took part. They discussed experi- 

ences in building multi-stakeholder 

partnerships to promote participatory 

research and development that starts 

with recognizing the dynamics of indig- 

enous knowledge. They visited farmer 

researchers and innovators in Southern 

Ethiopia and listened to the oral pre- 

sentations of the farmers who came 

from more distant parts of the country. 

One of these farmers was Mawcha 

Gebremedhin, a woman from Adwa in 

Tigray, the northernmost region in 

Ethiopia. She spoke with great self- 

confidence and pride about her 

achievements. Mawcha had been iden- 

tified as an innovative woman farmer 

during the Indigenous Soil and Water 

Conservation (ISWC) project (1997- 

2002) coordinated by Mekelle Univer- 

sity in Tigray. Mawcha originally 

caught the eye of the ISWC coordina- 

tor, Fetien Abay, when she observed 

Mawcha in a field ploughing with oxen. 

This is an innovation that challenges 

the cultural norms in Ethiopia, where 

there is a long tradition of only men 

ploughing with oxen. Gradually, as the 

partners in the ISWC project started to 

become better acquainted with 

Mawcha and her work, they discovered 

that she was also innovating in many 

other ways in farming and natural re- 

source management. 

During the I S W  project, Rlawcha 

had the opportunity to takc part in a 

10-day travelling seminar with several 

other farmer innovators in Tigray. They 

visited each other's farms, commented 

on each other's work and discussed how 

local and regional administrations as 

well as research and extension services 

could support farnler innovation. In ad- 








