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T h e  twelfth session of the U N  Commission o n  
Sustainable Development (CSD-12) was held at UN 
Headquarters in New York from 14-30 April 2004. 
Most of the session was devoted to a review of the 
progress in  implementation of Agenda 21,  the  
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 
21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 
(JPOI) adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD, see NGLS Roundup 96). A high- 

CSD-12 and the Commission's principal outcome, the 
Chair's Summary. Participants recognized the Summary 
for having reflected the bieadth of Gews and experiences 
exchanged during this session, its reaffirmation of 
political commitment to achieving the internationally 
agreed goals and targets, and its identification of the 
actions needed to increase the pace of delivery. Many 
remained cautiously optimistic about its impact on next 
year's CSD-13 "policy" session that will also focus on 
water, sanitation and human settlements. 

dedicated three days to the final preparatory meeting 
for the International Meeting on the Ten-Year Review 
of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS+lO), rescheduled to be held in January 2005. 

In its first "non-negotiating" session ever, CSD-12 proved 
to be a very open forum for the exchange of knowledge, 
practices, and experiences related to the focus themes of 
water, sanitation and human settlements. 

As the first "review" session under its new 14-year post- 
WSSD work programme, CSD-12 was organized in a 
manner that encouraged interactive discussions among all 
participants-governments, civil society groups, and UN 
agencies. The purpose of the session, as agreed by CSD- 
11 (see NGLS Roundup 102), was to explore successes 
and failures; identify best practices as well as obstacles and 
constraints; and discuss where and how efforts could be 
strengthened to meet development objectives. 

Going into the Commission, i t  was unclear how 
governments, the UN system, Major Groups and other 
stakeholders would respond to the mandate of the 
meeting and its organization of work to "review 
progress" with no built in negotiations to produce an 
agreed outcome text as a measure of achievement. 
However, o n  the  whole, participants expressed 
satisfaction with the interactive working methods of 

T h e  Secretary-General's reports on  water 
(EICN. 171200414), sanitation (EICN. 171200415) and 
human settlements (EICN. 171200416) served as the 
basis for thematic discussions, while interactive 
discussions on the same topics were held among Major 
Groups representatives, experts and government 
officials. 

Priorities outlined included: rural sanitation, hygiene, 
wastewater treatment, water quality, and Integrated 
Water Resources Management (IWRM). Introducing 
the Secretary-General's reports, Under-Secretary- 
General for Economic and Social Affairs Jost Antonio 
Ocampo stressed that the continuing lack of political 
commitment at the international and national levels 
would need to be overturned in order for the 
development objectives in these areas to be met. 

Water 

The thematic discussion on water focused on meeting 
the global targets for two main areas: access to safe 
drinking water, and water management standards. 
Reporting on the current global state of safe water, 
Alvaro Umana, of the UN Development Programme's 
(UNDP) Environmentally Sustainable Development 
Group, noted that one-half of all developing country 
populations were exposed to unsafe drinking water and 
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