
'Bridging the 
Water Gap 

MARIA MUTAGAMBA describes how her country is meeting the 

Millennium Development Goals in bringing water and sanitation to its 

towns and cities 

u ganda may be predominantly rural, 
but it has a fast rate of 
urbanization. Among the 

consequences of this urban influx is 
growing demand for water and sanitation 
services. The gap is continuously 
widening between this demand and 
supplies in urban areas - where water, 
sanitation and hygiene are vital 
components of sustainable development 
and the alleviation of poverty. 

Poverty eradication 

The water sector is one of the 
Government's priority areas - essential, 
as it is, for poverty eradication and the 
welfare of society. The Government 
pledged to increase access to safe and 
clean water and sanitation facilities by 
mobilizing resources for: constructing 
and rehabilitating facilities for domestic 
water supply through piped water 
schemes, boreholes, protected springs, 
and rainwater tanks; constructing dams 
and valley tanks; and promoting hygienic 
practices. Driving forces in the water 
sector include the need: 

to promote co-ordinated, integrated 

and sustainable water resources 
management to ensure conservation of 
water resources and provision of water 
for a l l  social and economic activities; 

to promote the development of sus- 
tainable safe water supply and sanitation 
facilities within easy reach of 80 per cent 
of the urban population - rising to 100 per 
cent by 2010 - based on management 
responsibility and ownership by the 
users; and 

to promote the development of water 
supply for agricultural  production to 
modernize agriculture and to mitigate the 
effects of climatic variations on rain-fed 
land. 

The trend in urban safe water 
coverage shows a progressive increase 
over the years. Improved access to water 
sources within reasonable range of 
people's homes has increased f rom 
below 10 per cent in I986 to 65 per cent 
today. Household sanitation service 
coverage is now estimated at 53 per cent. 
These initiatives are in line with achieving 
the targets of the Mil lennium 
Development Goals. 

The Ugandan Government has been 
reforming the water and sanitation sector 

over the past years. This is intimately 
l inked to the Government's poverty 
alleviation plans, and is financed largely 
by debt relief funds. The Government has 
led others and built a high level of trust 
and consensus with i ts sector 
development partners and with civil 
society organizations, through initiating 
progressive and innovative reforms. 

This reform process aims at providing 
efficient and effective service delivery to 
urban areas. It has involved 
comprehensively assessing the water 
and sanitation sector - including studying 
the rural and urban sub-sectors - and 
preparing action and investment plans. 
Key strategies in implementing the urban 
initiatives that Government has identified 
include: decentralized delivery of 
services; increased public-private 
partnerships; and a sector-wide 
approach to planning. The Government of 
Uganda recognizes that a deficiency in 
resources for implementing the delivery 
of basic services is a critical constraint to 
development. 

Great investments 

Great investments have been made, most 
notably within the last decade. They have 
improved coverage or service levels as 
extensively as expected in achieving the 
present level of 65 per cent of the urban 
population with access to safe water 
supply or sanitation services. 

Reform in the urban water supply and 
sanitation sub-sector began in the 1990s 
and introduced commercialized 
operations based on increased private 
sector participation. It is believed that, 




