
Land Partnerships on the Move 

Land Alliances for National Development, or LAND - 
Partnerships, while originally conceived as a global 
initiative, commenced as a four-country, pilot programme 
in The Philippines, Indonesia, South Africa and 
Guatemala. In addition to these four countries, the 
Government of the Netherlands has become a fifth 
partner offering not only financial assistance, but also in- 
country support and programme advice. The progress 
being achieved has brought forth requests for this Land 
Coalition programme from; among others, Bolivia, Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Uganda and Nepal. 

LAND Partnerships are an appropriate response to 
countries where the resource-poor are seeking fuller 
roles in decision-making and, simultaneously, the 
government, recognizing the benefits of robust 
stakeholder partnerships, is seeking support to bring 

state and non-state actors together. LAND Partnerships 
help countries to create new ways and means, for both 
those effecting and those affected by decisions on land, 
to work together. The aim is to widen participation, 
foster open debate and facilitate negotiation at both 
national and community levels. 

In each of the four countries, channels for dialogue and 
joint planning have been established. The interaction is 
becoming not only wider and deeper but also more 
inclusive of the various ministries of the state, 
communities (via non-governmental organizations, civil- 
society organizations and community groups), bilateral 
and international stakeholders. 

National roundtables were organized in The Philippines 
that led to debates and increased understanding of the 
roles of different groups and joint actions between 
nongovernmental organizations, civil-society 




