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eijing + 10: 49th Session o f  the 
ission on the Status 

y o r e  than 1,800 delegates from 165 Member States, 80 
'ministers, seven first ladies, representatives from every UN 
agency and 2,720 NGOs from all parts of the world gathered 
at UN headquarters in New York from 28 February-11 March 
2005 for the 49th Session of the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW). The 49th Session marked the ten- 
year review of the Beijing Declaration and the Platform for 
Action. This special anniversary was celebrated with an 
unparalleled presence of NGOs and women's organnation 
from around the world. 

The session considered two main themes: 
(i) Review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action, including the outcome of the General 
Assembly Special Session for Beijing+5-Women 2000: gender 
equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century, 
and 
(ii) Current challenges and forward-looking strategies for the 
advancement and empowerment of women and girls. 

Throughout  the  proceedings, governments pledged to  
accelerate efforts to  achieve equality for women and fulfil 
Beijing commitments with a Declaration. T o  complete the 
decisions of the session and to adopt its report, CSW also held 
a resumed session on 22 March 2005. 

expert group meetings were held on various gender-related 
issues. The expert group meeting in Rome (29 November-2 - A 

December 2004) focused on the rile of nauonal mechanisms to 
promote gender equality and empowerment of women with 
participating governments elaborating their national attempts to 
promote the advancement of women. Another expert group 
meeting in Baku (Azerbaijan) held from 7-10 February 2005, 
dealt with achievements, gaps and challenges in linking the 
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, the 
Millennium Declaration and the MDGs. The most recent 
expert group meeting, held in Geneva (1 1-14 April 2005), 
focused on violence against women and the related data 
collection methodologies. Although significant advancements 
have been made in addressing violence against women, this 
meeting elaborated on the necessity of establishing a national 
legal framework protecting the rights of women. 

The UN Divis~on for the Advancement of Women (DAW), as 
the Secretariat of the CSW, has drawn on a variety of sources of 
Information and statistics to facilitate the process and to 
compile inputs of  government delegations. N a t ~ o n a l  
implementation plans were submitted to the CSW in 1998 and 
1999 and national reports were also submitted t o  the  
Committee o n  the Elimination of Discrlmination against 
Women (CEDAW). As a complementary tool, at the end of 
2003, CEDAW sent a questionnaire about the obstacles to, and 
major achievements toward, the implementation of the BPA to 
States Parties to the Convent~on on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrlmination against Women. The outcome of the 
questionnaire was submitted to the CSW at its 49th Session 
along \\.ith national implementation plans. 

The Llicijing Platform for .-\ction (BP.-\), adopted in 1995, aims 
t o  remove all obstacles to women's active participation in public 
and private hfe through a full and equal share In economic, 
social, cultural and political decision making, which means, in 
principle, shared power and responsibility between women and 
men at home, in the workplace and in the wider national and 
international communities. The BPA also integrates gender 
perspectives in poverty, macroeconomics, education, health, war 
zones, human rights and media representation. In addition to 
the BPA, the Beijing Declaration and the outcome document of 
Beijing+5 established gender-based linkages with the  
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

In preparation for the Beijing+lO Review by CSW, a number of 

On 28 February, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan addressed 
the opening segment, as well as the Presidents of the UN 
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC). Statements were also made by representatives of 
the Member States that had hosted the four previous world 
conferences on women: Mexico (1975), Denmark (1980), 
Kenya (1985) and China (1995). These were followed by 
statements by the Under-Secretary-General for the UN 
Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), Jose 
Antonio Ocampo; the Assistant Secretary-General and Special 
Advisor on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women, 








