
For about.15 years nowSOS Faim has been watching the . 

evolution of the Association nationale des producteurs de quinoa 
ANAPQUI in Bolivia (National Association of Quinoa Producers). 
Since SOS Faim has interrupted its financial support while it con- 
tinues to provide advice related to more strategic aspects. We 
thought it could be of  interest to have a look back at that expe- 
rience, its achievements as well as its problems, some of which 
have been overcome. 

Quinoa's role wlthin the 
southern altiplano 
Quinoa is one of the richest foods 
in -protein (over 13 percent) and 
vitamins. It is grown at high alti- 
tudes in South American countries 
like Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru. 
In the southern parts of the high 
Bolivian plateau, around the salt 
water lake UYUNI, traditional 
agriculture was formerly concen- 
trated in the cultivation of pota- 
toes, which were sold to make cash 
and produce quinoa, for the popu- 
lation's own consumption. In those 
days agriculture was exclusively 
manual with families of a given 
community sharing their man- 
power: Most of the time quinoa 
was grown on patches of volcanic 
mountain, slopes; not larger than 
half a hectare(+ 1.25 acres). 
As tractors and ploughs were intro- 
duced into the area during the 
1970s, despite warnings from spe- 
cialists about fragile soils and risks 

of erosion, quinoa began to be 
grown in plains as well. The mech- 
anization of agriculture was also 
encourag~d by the school system 
and the development of coopera- 
tives. 
Hlgher productivity rates allowed 
producers to sell greater quantities 
of quinoa on markets which, at the 
beginning, were entirely under the 
control of intermediaries selling the 
product in Peru. 

Development of farming 
organizations 
During the 1980s the mternationaj 
financial institutions dealing with 
~nternational cooperation (IMF 
and World Bank) imposed a very 
severe structural adjustment plan 
to Bolivia, which abruptly put an 
end to  government interventions 
and opened opportunities for prl- 
vate initiatives. Especially in the 
field of trade with farm products, 
small producers, often supported 


















