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Climate Change Portal

Sanitation Soundbites

why the Blue Nile  
carries brown waters

WaterWiki aims at connecting Water professionals to knowledge and 
experience based on work in the context of the United Nations; providing an 
on-line collaboration platform for Water Sector Practitioners worldwide to 
find and share their experience and lessons learned; and improving coordi-
nation and inter-agency cooperation in the water sector. Due to the nature of 
the initiators and partners of WaterWiki, there is an emphasis on UN-related 
info and knowledge. But by no means do we want to be limiting or exclusive 
in any way. All to the contrary: Whatever knowledge and experience in the 
area of development and water, sanitation, water resources management, 
etc. that users find useful can - and should - be shared here!

A ‘Wiki’ is different from other websites. Every single page can be edited, or 
new ones created instantly, by you - given you are logged in. Responsibility 
for the posted content lies with each individual contributor. A Wiki is partic-
ularly suited to collaboration among peers in networks and communities of 
practice. Think of it as a large black board, where all users are given chalk and 
sponges to start writing up, or edit existing text. Wikipedia, the famous on-
line collaborative encyclopedia with the humble vision “to capture the world’s 
knowledge” is perhaps the best known Wiki-project; ten thousands of users 
are constantly and jointly working on millions of articles/pages/entries.

In every issue of UPDATE Magazine, we would like to share relevant online 
resources with you for use by water professionals and others interested 
in water-related teaching and reference materials and scientific research 
findings, sharing the best (and worst) practices from the field. Send an email 
to update@unesco-ihe.org if you wish to share websites, blogs, twitter 
feeds, networks or communities with our readers.
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Early Journal Content free access 
Articles published prior to 1923 in the United States and 
prior to 1870 elsewhere are now freely available to anyone, 
anywhere in the world. This ‘Early Journal Content’ includes 
discourse and scholarship in the arts and humanities, eco-
nomics and politics, and in mathematics and other sciences. 
The archives include nearly 500,000 articles from over 200 
journals, representing six percent of the content on JSTOR. 

 

  

 http://www.jstor.org 

waterwiki connects

http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportal/ 

The World Bank Climate Change Portal 
is intended to provide quick and readily 
accessible climate and climate-related 
data to policy makers and development 
practitioners. The site also includes a 
mapping visualization tool (webGIS) 
that displays key climate variables and 
climate-related data. Just select your 
project location within the map to get 
climate information on your site. Select 
any other tabs to view information on 
climate related data or to access the 
Screening Tool ADAPT. If you want to 
visualize key variables click on the GIS 
Maps from the left navigation menu. 
If you want to visualize data from a 
particular region (i.e Africa), click on 
Regional Maps on the top menu.

The Nile is vitally important to the lives of millions of people. 
However, its river banks are suffering from massive soil ero-
sion because of rapidly growing populations and the increased 
use of land for agricultural purposes. The loss of soil comes at 
a great cost to Ethiopian farmers, while the accumulation of 
soil in water reservoirs and irrigation canals is a nuisance for 
farmers downstream in Sudan. NWO-WOTRO interviewed 
PhD Students Hermen Smit and Yasir Salih of UNESCO-IHE 
whose research, which is part of the Blue Nile research project, 
explores potential solutions to problems associated with soil 
erosion. Salih examines soil particles from reservoirs in Sudan, 
allowing him to identify the hotspots of soil erosion upstream. 
Smit tries to find out why farmers continue using certain farm-
ing practices and why people respond differently to the prob-
lems. You can read the full interview and watch the video on 
www.researchforglobaldevelopment.nl.

The Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC) 
provides many resources for the media. 
This includes a nice set of radio broad-
casts whereby issues on water, sanita-
tion and hygiene are being discussed by 
local stakeholders. The various audio 
soundbite recordings are in the original 
language of the country. Listen for in-
stance to a radio discussion in Amharic 
on the problems and solutions of using 
water with high fluoride content, or 
tune in to the radio drama in Nepali 
‘God is Not Angry’ from the Nepalese 
WASH Coalition. It explains that diar-
rhoea is a common disease related to 
poor sanitation, lack of hygiene and 
unsafe water. It is not a curse of God.
 

 
www.wsscc.org/resources/audio 
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